Catherine of Aragon

25 April 1502 Ludlow Castle

The day of the funeral was awful. It was raining so much that it looked
like heaven was crying too. Prince Arthur was so young. His parents
King Henry VII and Queen Elizabeth were devastated. Since the day he
was born they had been preparing Arthur for the life of a king and now
he was dead. His young widow Catherine of Aragon was crying too but
she was not sure if she was sad for Arthur or because she was worried
about her own future.

After the funeral, which she watched from afar, she was called to the
library room where the king and his wife were waiting.

“Dear Catherine, we know that this is incredibly sad for you as well
as for us, so you don't have to return to London yet. You can stay here at
Ludlow as long as you want but of course you are also welcome to come
with us. Unfortunately, we will have to take care of prince Henry so we
must leave you here alone”

Catherine thanked them and went to her rooms.



Katarina Aragonska

25. aprila 1502, Hrad Ludlow

Den pohrebu bol priserny. Prialo tak husto, ze sa zdalo, ako keby
aj nebo plakalo. Princ Arthur bol este taky mlady. Jeho rodicia,
kral Henrich VII. a kralovna Alzbeta, boli zdrveni. Uz odo dna,
ked sa narodil, pripravovali Arthura na rolu krala a teraz bol mrt-
vy. Jeho mlada vdova, Katarina Aragoénska, tiez plakala, len si ne-
bola istd, ¢i to bolo smutkom za Arthurom alebo zo strachu o svo-
ju budtcnost.

Po pohrebe, ktory sledovala z dialky, ju zavolali do kniZnice,
kde na nu uz ¢akal kral so svojou Zenou.

»Mila Katarina, vieme, Ze rovnako ako pre nas je to aj pre teba
nesmierne smutné, a tak sa eSte nemusi$ vracat do Londyna. Mo-
ze$ zatial ostat tu, v Ludlowe, ako dlho budes chciet, ale, samozrej-
me, moze$ ist aj s nami. Bohuzial ta tu vsak budeme musiet nechat
samotnu, pretoze sa musime postarat o princa Henricha.®

Katarina podakovala a odisla do svojich izieb.



CATHERINE OF ARAGON

She sat by the fire to warm up and started to think. It had been only
four months since she got married to Arthur. They were slowly getting
to know each other but he was really shy. They had known that they
were going to marry since they were both three years old. It was a po-
litical match and Catherine grew up knowing that one day she would
become queen of England. When they were a little older, they started to
write each other letters so they could become friends.

The first couple of letters were boring but suddenly something had
changed, and they were so full of poetry and life that she was slowly fall-
ing in love with Arthur.

When she first met him the day she arrived in England from Spain,
he did not even look at her. She thanked him for the beautiful letters
and that was when she found out that she had been corresponding with
his younger brother Henry.

The brothers had a fight over the letters, but Henry said that he
wrote to Catherine to find out if she was right for his brother. He wrote
to her to make sure that Arthur would be happy. Arthur believed him
but maybe he just did not want to fight, so they made up and never
spoke about it again.

Their life together in Ludlow castle was calm. Catherine and Ar-
thur were sent there by his parents to get to know each other after the
wedding. Catherine was glad. She could slowly get used to living a very
different life from the one she lived in Spain. The weather was almost
never sunny, the food was not as tasty, and she missed exotic fruits and
vegetables. She also had to wear many layers of clothes and the English
did not wash as often as the Spanish. Everything was so new to her.
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KATARINA ARAGONSKA

Posadila sa k ohnu, aby sa zahriala, a zacala premyglat. Boli to
len $tyri mesiace, odkedy sa za Arthura vydala. Pomaly sa spozna-
vali, ale on bol skuto¢ne plachy. To, Ze sa vezmu, vedeli od obdo-
bia, ked mali obaja tri roky. Bol to politicky zvdzok a Katarina vy-
rastala s vedomim, Ze sa raz stane anglickou kralovnou. Ked boli

o nieco starsi, zacali si pisat listy, aby sa z nich stali priatelia.

Prvych zopdr listov bolo nudnych, ale naraz sa v nich nieco
zmenilo a boli také plné poézie a Zivota, Ze sa do Arthura pomaly
zamilovala.

Ked sa s nim prvy raz stretla v den, ked pri$la zo Spanielska
do Anglicka, ani sa na nu nepozrel. Podakovala sa mu za krasne
listy a vtedy zistila, Ze si cely ten ¢as pisala s jeho mlad$im bratom
Henrichom.

Bratia sa pre listy pohadali, ale Henrich povedal, ze Katarine
pisal, aby zistil, ¢i je pre jeho brata td prava. Pisal jej, aby sa uistil,
ze Arthur bude $tastny. Arthur mu veril, ale mozno sa len nechcel
hadat, a tak sa uzmierili a uz o tom nikdy nehovorili.

Ich spolo¢ny zivot na hrade Ludlow bol pokojny. Katarinu
a Arthura tam poslali jeho rodicia, aby sa obaja po svadbe vzdjom-
ne spoznali. Katarinu to potesilo. Mohla si pomaly zvykat na Gplne
iny Zivot, nez aky Zila v Spanielsku. Pocasie takmer nikdy nebo-
lo slne¢né, jedlo nebolo také chutné a chybalo jej exotické ovocie
a zelenina. TieZ musela nosit mnoho vrstiev oblecenia a Angli¢ania

sa neumyvali tak ¢asto ako Spanieli. Vetko bolo pre fiu také nové.
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