PASSION AND FATE

Settled Accounts

A young man at the age of thirty came to the police station in Vannes, a small provincial
town in the western part of France. He said he had come to give a statement. He introduced
himself as Tomas Zahradnik from the Czech Republic and reported that he had just shot his
father. Without being invited, he sat down at the desk opposite a policeman and started to
tell his story. The policeman began to take down his statement.

The man looked like he could hardly wait to get rid of the great pressure. He started to tell
his story; determined to open his heart to someone at last. He told about his life up to now
and about his feelings which he had bottled up for many years and which had resulted in
this tragedy. He seemed to be decided to conclude this period of his life, which wasn't very
happy and discouraged him to live happily and in a meaningful way. He didn’t appear to be
sorry for his act. He spoke about the murder of his father as if it was a matter of course, as if
it was something that he had to do, something that was the natural concluding of events in
his life. He didn’t look upset; on the contrary, he was calm and mentally balanced, like a man
who had just finished a piece of work which he had been working on purposefully for many
years. His narration was clear and comprehensible, so it wasn't necessary to interrupt him
with any other questions.

“lam from Znojmo, a town in the south of Moravia. My mother brought me up by herself
from my age of four. My father walked out on us and disappeared abroad to look for a better
life. He left us alone in, at that time, communist Czechoslovakia. For a long time, my mother
didn’t want to admit that Father had abandoned us. She wanted the authorities to search for
her husband. She would rather have accepted his death. Only a few months later, Father let
her know he was in France, thanks to his connections after running away from our Republic.
It was then that mother realized he had left us without any respect.

The following years were really difficult for my mother.With the fact that she had an emi-
grant husband she became unreliable in the eyes of the State. Nothing changed for the
better even after her divorce with Father. Her chance to get a better job was completely
lost. She slaved as a char at several places to support me and to let me have an impression
of a light-hearted life. After her daily exhausting work she took even more strenuous night
cleaning. | used to wait for her at our neighbour’s. The neighbour was a good aunt to me
and | liked this way of life because she allowed me much more than my mother. | could even
watch films for the adults.

The older | got, the worse it was for me to put up with my mother’s night work. | under-
stood that she slaved day and night for me to have a good time. | often lay in my bedroom
alone waiting for my mother to come home late at night and | promised myself | would give
her everything back one day. | wanted to repay her for the hard years she spent looking after
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Vyrovnané ucty

Mlady muz ve véku tticeti rokd pfisel na policejni stanici ve Vannes, malém provin¢nim
mésté v zapadni ¢asti Francie. Rekl, Ze pfisel ucinit vypovéd. Piedstavil se jako Tomas Za-
hradnik z Ceské republiky a oznamil, Ze pravé zasttelil svého otce. Aniz by byl vyzvan, po-
sadil se za stll naproti jednomu policistovi a zacal vypravét sviij piibéh. Policista zacal se-
pisovat protokol.

Muz pUsobil dojmem, jakoby se uz nemohl dockat, az ze sebe sejme velkou tihu. Za-
cal vypravét svij zivotni piibéh odhodlany konec¢né se nékomu svéfit. Vypravél o svém
dosavadnim zivoté a o svych pocitech, které potlacoval mnoho rokl a které vedly k té-
to tragédii. Zdalo se, Ze je rozhodnuty uzavfit tuto etapu svého Zzivota, kterd nebyla vel-
mi $tastnd a ktera mu nedovolovala zit $tastné a smysluplné. Vypadalo to, Zze svého
¢inu nelituje. Hovofil o vrazdé svého otce jakoby to byla samoziejmost, jakoby to bylo
néco, co musel udélat, néco, co bylo pfirozenym zavrdenim udalosti v jeho Zivoté. Nevy-
padal rozrusené, naopak byl klidny a dusevné vyrovnany jako ¢lovék, ktery pravé do-
koncil dilo, na kterém cilevédomé pracoval mnoho rokd. Jeho vypravéni bylo jasné
a vycerpavajici, takze nebylo nutné ho prerusovat Zddnymi dalSimi otazkami.

,Pochazim ze Znojma, mésta na jihu Moravy. Moje matka mé vychovavala sama od mych
Ctyf rokd. MUj otec nds opustil a zmizel do ciziny, aby hledal lepsi Zivot. Nechal nds samotné
v tehdy komunistickém Ceskoslovensku. Moje matka si nechtéla dlouho pfipustit, Ze nas
otec opustil. Chtéla po tGfadech, aby po jejim muzi patraly. Byla by se radéji smifila s jeho
smrti. Teprve po nékolika mésicich ji otec dal védét, ze je ve Francii, diky svym stykdim po
Utéku z nasi republiky. Pravé tehdy si matka skute¢né uvédomila, Ze nas naprosto bezohled-
né opustil.

Nasledujici roky byly pro mou matku opravdu tézké. S manzelem emigrantem se stala
pro stat nedlvéryhodnou osobou. Nic se nezménilo k lepsimu dokonce ani po jejim rozvo-
du s otcem. Jeji Sance sehnat lepsi zaméstnani byla naprosto ztracend. Diela jako uklizecka
na nékolika mistech, aby mé uZivila a vytvofila pro mé dojem radostného Zivota. Po své den-
ni vycerpdvajici praci pfijimala jesté namahavéjsi no¢ni uklid. Ja jsem na ni ¢ekdval u nasi
sousedky. Byla pro mé hodnou tetou a tento zpUsob zivota se mi libil, protoze mi dovolovala
mnohem vic nez moje matka. Dokonce jsem se mohl divat na filmy pro dospélé.

Cim jsem byl starsi, tim hdfe jsem se vyrovnaval s matéinou no¢ni praci. Chapal jsem,
7e dfe ve dne v noci, abych se mél dobre. Casto jsem lehaval ve svém pokoji sam a ¢e-
kal na matku, az pfijde pozdé v noci domd, a sliboval jsem si, Ze ji vsechno jednoho
dne vratim. Chtél jsem ji vynahradit tézké roky, které travila péci o mé. Véfil jsem tomu,
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The man looked like he could hardly wait to get rid of the great pressure.
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lunderstood that she slaved day and night for me to have a good time.

21



PASSION AND FATE

me. | believed what mother had told me - that it had been a long time since my father had
died. I was even sorry that my mother hadn’t found anyone that would love her as much as
my father.

In time, | came to realize that a good education was necessary for me to get a good job
and repay my mother all her care. While my friends from school were enjoying themselves,
I was studying hard. | already knew that my father hadn't died but that he had abandoned
me and my mother and, furthermore, he had burdened us with the problem of the emi-
gration. | thought of my father whenever | was losing my strength to study or to overcome
a crisis. My hate for father gave me the same great energy like my love for mother when
I was a child. | graduated from grammar school with honours and was accepted for studies
at a college owing to my excellent results in the entrance examination, despite the political
blot on my reputation. As a college student | went through the Velvet Revolution in 1989.
| engaged a lot politically and | sailed through this revolutionary year with the vision of an
open frontier.

After the revolution everyone was a hero who had been repressed somehow by the pre-
vious regime. My mother improved her position by having gotten a job as a clerk in an offi-
ce. Everything seemed to be all right and | graduated from the college the next year. As | was
the best student in our class, | could choose a good job because the employers wrestled
for me. My mother and | found a better flat. However, there was one thing my mother was
worried about. | didn't want to hear about any girl. | always told my mother | didn’t want to
get married and that | was going to make it up to her for everything she had done. Mother
told me that | didnt have to do anything like that. However, | fixed all my strong will to the
idea that | had to compensate my mother for the hard years.Then my mother fell ill and
doctors diagnosed cancer. Soon after that my mother died. After her death | had only one
aim in my life — to destroy that man who hurt my mother so much. | knew from Mother that
Father lived somewhere in France. My friend from school who lived and worked in France
finally got me his address.

When | rang the bell on the door of his house, | was absolutely calm.The man who opened
the door looked like me, except twenty years older. We stood there looking at each other
for awhile. Then he stretched out his hand to touch my face. | didn’t turn away although the
feel of his touch burnt me. | asked him about his name to make sure of what | had already
known. When | was quite sure that it was my father standing in front of me, | pulled out my
gun and shot him. After that | came straight to you to explain and confess everything.”
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co mi matka rekla - ze uz uplynul dlouhy ¢as od té doby, co mUj otec zemrel. Dokon-
ce jsem litoval, Ze si matka nenasla nékoho, kdo by ji miloval jako maj otec.

Béhem casu jsem si postupné uvédomoval, Zze dobré vzdélani je pro mne nutné, abych
jednou sehnal dobré zaméstnani a vynahradil matce veskerou jeji péci. Zatimco moji spo-
luzaci si lehkomysIné uzivali, tvrdé jsem studoval. UZ jsem védél, Ze m(jj otec nezemrel, ale
opustil mé a mou matku a navic ndm povésil na krk bfemeno emigrace. Myslel jsem na otce,
kdykoli jsem ztracel svou silu studovat nebo pfekonat néjakou krizi. Moje nenavist k otci
mi ddvala stejnou obrovskou silu jako moje ldska k matce, kdyz jsem byl dité. Maturoval
jsem na gymndziu s vyznamenanim a byl jsem pfijat ke studiu na vysoké $kole vzhledem
k mym vybornym vysledkim u pfijimaci zkousky a navzdory politickému 3kraloupu. Jako
vysokoskolak jsem prosel sametovou revoluci v roce 1989. Velmi jsem se politicky angazo-
val a proplul jsem timto revolu¢nim rokem s predstavou otevienych hranic.

Po revoluci byl hrdinou kazdy, kdo byl néjak pronasledovan predchozim rezimem. Moje
matka sehnala préci Ufednice v jedné kancelafi a zlepsila svoje postaveni. Vsechno se zdalo
byt v pofadku a ja jsem promoval na vysoké skole v pfistim roce. ProtoZe jsem byl nejlepsi
student v nasem ro¢niku, mohl jsem si vybrat dobré zaméstnani, nebot zaméstnavatelé se
0 mé pretahovali. Moje matka a ja jsme si nasli lepsi byt. Avsak jedna véc délala mé matce
starosti. Nechtél jsem slyset o zadné divce. Vzdy jsem matce fikal, ze se nechci zenit a ze
ji chci vynahradit vSechno, co pro mé udélala. Moje matka mi fikala, Ze nemusim nic ta-
kového délat. Avsak ja jsem se upnul celou svou silnou vili na myslenku, Ze ji musim vy-
nahradit ty tézké roky. Potom moje matka onemocnéla a Iékafi diagnostikovali rakovinu.
Brzy poté matka zemrela. Po jeji smrti jsem mél uz jenom jediny Zivotni cil - znicit toho
¢lovéka, ktery tolik ublizil mé matce. Védél jsem od matky, Zze otec Zije nékde ve Francii.
MUj spoluzak, ktery Zil a pracoval ve Francii, mi kone¢né sehnal jeho adresu.

Kdyz jsem zazvonil na zvonek na dvefich jeho domu, byl jsem naprosto klidny. Muz, ktery
oteviel dvefe, vypadal jako mUj o dvacet rokU starsi obraz. Stali jsme tam a divali se chvili na
sebe. Potom natéhl ruku, aby se dotkl mé tvare. Neodvratil jsem se, tfebaze mé ten dotek
palil. Jen jsem se ho zeptal na jeho jméno, abych se ujistil o tom, co jsem uz védél. Kdyz jsem
si byl zcela jisty, Ze pfede mnou stoji mUj otec, vytahl jsem pistoli a vystrelil na ného. Potom
jsem 3el pfimo k vam, abych vsechno vysvétlil a ke véemu se pfiznal.”
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Activities:

2.1 Listen to the story and say whether the following
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

statements are true (T) or false (F):

. Tom reported he had just shot his mother.

. He was very sory for his act.

. The man’s narration was rather confusing.

. Tom'’s father disappeared abroad when Tom was 6 years old.
. Tom’s mother didn't believe her husband had abandoned her.
. The situation improved for Tom’s mother after she divorced.
. It was impossible for her to get a good job.

. The neighbour didn’t let Tom watch films for the adults.

. At first Tom believed his father had died.

. Tom didn’t want his mother to find another husband.

. Tom didn't study properly at secondary school.

. Tom started to hate his father after he had found out he had abandoned him

and his mother.

Tom graduated from grammar school with honours.

Tom graduated from college in 1989.

Tom’s mother got a job as a shop assistant in a department store.

Tom was going out with a nice girl and he wanted to marry her.

Tom wanted to make up to his mother for everything that she had done for him.
After Tom’s mother had died he forgave his father.

Tom got his father’s address from his uncle living in France.

Tom and his father didn’t take after one another at all.

Seeing his father, Tom was calm and determined to do what he had decided.
Tom shot at his father after he had made sure it was really him.

Tom came to the police station to confess the murder quite consensually.

25
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2.2 Answer the following questions:

—_

. Why did Tomas Zahradnik come to the police station in Vannes?
. What did he look like?

. What town does he come from?

. Why did Tom’s father disappeared abroad?

. Was it before or after the Velvet Revolution?

. Which country did Tom’s father live in?

. Why was the situation for Tom’s mother so difficult?

. How did she make their living?

. Who looked after Tom while she was working at night?

© VW O N O U b~ W N

—_

. When did Tom decide to give his mother everything back one day?

—_
—_

. Why did Tom study so hard?

—_
N

. What did Tom hope to do after the Velvet Revolution in 1989?

—_
w

. Did Tom’s mother want him to make up to her for everything she had done for him?

D

. What was Tom’s only aim after his mother had died?

—_
w

. How did he get his father’s address?

o))

. How did Tom feel when he saw his father at last?

—_
N

. What did his father do?

o

. At which moment did Tom decide to shoot him?

What would you do if you were Tom?

Write a short composition saying what you think Tom should have done and how he could
have changed his attitude to his father and his future life. Do you think that his solution was
right? Justify your opinion.
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Grammar:

Object + infinitive after “want” and “wait for”:

Vazba predmétu s infinitivem po slovesech “want” a “wait for”:

Look at these examples:

She wanted the authorities to search for her husband.

| often lay in my bedroom alone waiting for my mother to come home late at night.
Subject + verb + infinitive after “appear”and “seem”:

Vazba podmétu s infinitivem po slovesech “appear” a “seem”:

Look at these examples:

He seemed to be decided to conclude this period of his life.

He didn’t appear to be sorry for his act at all.

Everything seemed to be all right.

For + object + infinitive can be used for purpose clauses with different subjects.

Vazba for + pfedmét + infinitiv mize byt pouZita pro ticelové véty s nestejnymi podméty.

Look at this example:

| understood that she slaved day and night for me to have a good time.

2.3 Complete the questions. Use “do you want me to...?”
with one of these verbs + any other necessary words:

C shut  wait help show  lend tell )
1. Shall I leave the dooropenordoyouwant ..........veiniiniiiiiiniiininenenn.n. ?
2. Do you know how to use the cameraordoyouwant ............c.oovvivneinenn... ?
3. Can 1 goNOW OF dO YOU WANT ...ttt ettt ettt e ie e aeeanes ?
4. Do you know the story or doyou want ........o.vuviiiinin i, ?
5. Have you gotapen or doyOU WaNt . .......ouuirnirtit e eieieenenennes ?
6. Are you going to do this work by yourself ordoyouwant ......................... ?
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2.4 Complete the sentences with one of these verbs:

Cbe work  can come  be disappoint understand )

1. Jim, what are you doing here? I'm waiting formy wife .....................
2. Sueissinging.Sheseems.................... in a good humour today.

3. Tom looked rather confused at the meeting. He didn'tseem....................
the situation at all.

4. There's a light in Jack’s window. He stillseems.....................
5. You don't look very happy. Youappear.................... by the message.

6. Why are you buying so many flowers? I'm buying them for my girlfriend

7. Why is Mr. Brown making dinner? He’s making it for hiswife....................
to have a rest.

Grammar:

We use present participles to express two things that happen at the same time or when
one action happens during another action.

PFitomné pfechodniky pouZivdme k vyjddreni dvou cinnosti, které se déji souc¢asné, nebo kdyz
jeden déj se odehrdvd béhem dalsiho déje.

Look at these examples:
| often lay in my bedroom alone waiting for my mother to come home late at night.

| wanted to repay her the hard years she spent looking after me.

When one action happens before another action, we use past participles.

Kdy? jeden déj predbihd dalsimu déji, uzivdme pfechodnik minuly.

Look at this example:

My mother improved her position having gotten a job as a clerk in an office.
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2.5 Make one sentence from two using an -ing clause:

CExampIe: Jim slipped. He was getting off a bus. Jim slipped getting off a bus. ]

1.

0 N OO U b~ W N

Alice was having dinner. She watched a film on TV.

. We got stuck in a traffic jam. We were coming back from holiday.

. Jack was asked about his income. He felt embarrassed.

. Rob was in the hotel bar. He was having a drink.

. The tourists walked round the town. They looked at the sights and took photographs.
. Ann felt very tired. She went to bed early.

. That man ran out of the house. He was shouting.

. Stan hurt his arm. He was playing tennis.

2.6 Make sentences using present or past participles

1.
2.
3.

0 N O wun

(doing, having done ):
I don't know his address. So | can’t contact him.

He has read about dinosaurs a lot. So he can tell you about them.

Sue had spent nearly all her money in the first shop. So she couldn’t afford to go on
trips with us.

. George thought Jane might be interested in the collection of art. He took her to the

gallery.

. The children have eaten a heap of sweets. Now they feel sick.
. I had already seen the film twice. | didn’t want to go to the cinema with my friends.
. Tom is unemployed now. He hasn’t got much money.

. I had been introduced to Jane’s parents. So | was allowed to take Jane to a party.

Grammar:

Gerund after prepositions:

Gerundium po predlozkdch:

Without being invited, he sat down at the desk opposite a policeman and started to tell
his story.

Only a few months later, Father let her know he was in France, thanks to his connections
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after running away from our Republic.

2.7 Complete the sentences so that they mean the same
as the sentences in brackets:

1. (Why is it useful to have good friends?) What are the advantagesof ................ ?

2. (James won't get the job. He has no chance.) James has no chance of

3. (Ididn’t come to see my brother. | called him instead.) Instead of .................. .

4. (They left the flat secretly. They didn't tell any of their friends.) They left the flat
without.................... .

5. (Tom thinks that speaking about problems is better than being quiet.) Tom prefers
speaking about problemsto.................... .

6. (We continued on our way but we were really exhausted.) We continued on our way
inspiteof .................... .

7. (You were late coming to the meeting, weren't you? Did you apologize to the people
there?)

Did you apologizefor.................... ?
8. (She had a bad cold. She needed to have a hot drink before she went to bed.)

B O i

Grammar:

We use would rather to say what somebody wants in a particular situation (not in general).

After would rather we use the infinitive without to. When we want somebody else to do
something, we say I'd rather you did something. For the past wishes we use would rather
have done ; for somebody else I'd rather you had done something.

Vazba would rather vyjadiuje nase prdni v urcité situaci (nikoli obecné). Po would rather po-
uzivdme infinitiv bez to. Kdyz poZadujeme, aby nékdo jiny néco udélal, fikdme I'd rather you
did something. Pro pidni minuld uzivdme I'd rather have done; pro poZadavek vii¢i nékomu
jinému uZijeme tvar I'd rather you had done something.

Look at this example:

She would rather have accepted his death.
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2.8 Complete sentences using I'd rather do (have done)
or I'd rather you did (had done):

1. The Browns arrived much earlier than | expected. You were still out, so | had to make
dinner by myself. I'd ratheryou.................... (help me to prepare dinner).

2. I'm so busy today. | have to write a lot of business letters now and you are disturbing

me.l'dratheryou.................... (go out for an hour).

3. I'mtired.I'drather.................... (not go out) this evening, if you don’t mind.

4. The film was really boring. I'd rather.................... (go home and watch football
onTV).

5. “Shall I stay here?”“I'd ratheryou.................... (come with us)”

6. "The Blacks were disappointed by the news, weren’t they?”
“Yes, they were. I'd ratheryou .................... (not tell them anything.)”

7. Do you want me to go now or would you ratherl.................... (stay here and
wait for Jane)?

8. This is a private letter addressed to me.Id ratheryou.................... (not to read it).

Grammar:

We use come to + infinitive to say that an action developed gradually.

Vazba come to + infinitiv vyjadiuje postupné rozvijeni déje.

Look at this example:

In time, | came to realize that a good education was necessary for me to get a good job
one day.

We use used to + infinitive to say that someone did something often in the past but he
doesn’t do it any more.

Vazba used to + infinitiv vyjadiuje, Ze nékdo néco déldval drive casto, ale ted'uz to nedéld.

Look at this example:

| used to wait for her at our neighbour’s.

We use do/did + infinitive to emphasize an activity.

Vazbu do/did + infinitiv uzivdme ke zdtraznéni néjakého déje.
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Look at this example:

Just then did mother realize he had left us without any respect.

2.9 Use the verbs in brackets to rephrase the following sentences:

1. At first | didn't admit to having any problems. Later | knew our marriage wasn't very
good. (realize)

2. Did you often go to the forest? (use)

3. Yesterday Jack explained all the problems to us at last. At that moment we really
understood our difficult situation. (did)

4. | didn't often write letters to my friends. But now | like sending emails to them. (use)

5. Jack often helped his parents take care of their house and garden when he lived in
the village. However, he moved to town a year ago, so he can’t help them so much
any more. (use)

6. At first I didn't like my new neighbour. But later | realized he had very good character.
(admire)

7. "Where's the letter, Jane? You should have written it yesterday afternoon.”

“I swear | really wrote it, Mr. Smith. But | don’t know where | put it (did)

Grammar:

We use the past continuous to say that somebody was doing something at a certain time
or for a certain amount of time.

Minuly priibéhovy cas vyjadruje, Zze nékdo néco délal v urcitém casovém okamziku ¢i po urcity
¢as v minulosti.

Look at this example:
We were looking at each other for a while.

We also use the past continuous for two different activities being done by two different
people at the same time.

Minuly priibéhovy cas také vyjadiuje, Ze dvé rizné cinnosti provdadéné dvéma lidmi probihaji
zdroven.
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Look at this example:
While my friends from school were enjoying themselves, | was studying hard.

We often use the past simple and the past continuous together to say that an action hap-
pened in the middle of another one.

Casto uzivdme minuly &as prosty a pribéhovy spolecné, abychom vyjddrili, Ze jeden déj se
uskutecnil v ramci jiného déje.

Look at this example:

| thought of my father whenever | was losing my strength to study or to overcome a crisis.

2.10 Put the verbs into the correct form - past continuous or past simple:

1. MyauntAnn ............... (look out of) the windowwhen | ............... (arrive).
2. “What............... (you/do) between 2 and 4 p.m. yesterday?”

B I (work) in my office”
3.0 (you/go out) last night?”

"No,l.oeveeiiient (be) too tired”
4. "Was Mrs. Black at the party last Saturday?”

“Yes,she............... (wear) a really nice dress.”
5. Howmanycakes............... (you/take) whenshe............... (not/look)?
6. Where............... (your son/play) whileyou............... (repair) your car?
7. Whenl............... (meet) Jane yesterday, she............... (leave) Jack’s flat.
8 “"What............... (you/do) all afternoon yesterday?”

“While my husband ............... (write) some business letters, | ...............

(study) English.”

Grammar:
Do you understand all the phrasal verbs in these sentences? :

My mother brought me up by herself from my age of four.
My father walked out on us and he disappeared abroad to look for a better life.

| wanted to repay her the hard years she spent looking after me.
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| asked him about his name to make sure of what | had already known.

| always told my mother | didn't want to get married and that | was going to make it up to
her for everything she had done.

The older | was, the worse | put up with my mother’s night work.

| thought of my father whenever | was losing my strength to study or to overcome a crisis.
The policeman began to take down his statement.

The man looked like he could hardly wait to get rid of the pressure.

He started to tell his story; determined to open his heart to someone at last. He told about
his life up to now and about his feelings which he had bottled up for many years and which
had resulted in this tragedy.

| didn’t turn away although the feel of his touch burnt me.

2.11 Complete the sentences with the phrasal verbs mentioned above:

1. Youshould............... that your brake is all right before you leave on holiday.
2. "Whendidyou............... on your husband?”“Last autumn. | wasn't able

10 T with his manners any longer”
3. Hewas............... up by his old aunt in a village.

4. "What are you doing here?”

“'m..ooooooioa.., my glasses. | know they’re here somewhere!”
5 lcouldnt............... of my old habits.
6.She............... up herangerand............... away from him.
/2 of you very often when you were far away.
8. She’s a devoted mother. Nobody could ............... after the children better.
9. Ipromise, I'll............... you up for all the good you've done for me.
10. Which of the policemenhas............... down the statement of that prisoner?
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