PROLOG

Vazeni ¢tenafi,

vitejte u knihy, jez ma byt privodcem na cesté za nasimi krajany
ve vzdalenych zemich. Za lidmi, ktefi néco dokazali, a pfesto nikdy
nezapomnéli na svou rodnou vlast. Tato kniha obsahuje jen stiipek
z ptibéhd, které shromazdujeme v ramci projektu Czechoslovak Talks
ve spolupréaci s Nadaénim fondem Dotek. Prostiednictvim vypravéni
zachycenych v této knize chceme vSem ¢étenditim, ale predevsim mla-
dé generaci ptiblizit osudy nasich vyznamnych krajanti. Kazdy ¢lovék
je jedinec¢ny a predev$im na ném samotném zalezi, co ve svém Zivoté
dokaze - at uz ve své rodné zemi, ¢i kdekoliv ve svété.

Unikatni osudy Cechoslovaki pro nas mohou byt ponauéenim, Ze nej-
dilezitéjsi je neztratit viru v sebe sama. KdyzZ se ¢lovék rozhodne vy-
dat za svym snem, mtiZe ho svou pili, pracovitosti a nezdolnou viili na-
konec doséhnout. A cesta k jeho naplnéni nemusi byt jen strastiplna
a poseta piekazkami, mtze také vést k hlub§imu poznani a pochopeni
cile, k némuz smétrujeme. Jak pravi ¢lovék znaly osudii nasich krajant
Jaromir Slapota: ,Smutno je élovéku ve svété, jenz zapomina na hroby
svych krald a svatych vrodné zemi."

Sedm ptibéhl sedmi riiznych lidi ze ¢tyt riiznych zemi a t¥f kontinen-
ti do komiksové podoby ptevedl talentovany umélec Toma$§ Panek.
Komiks je zpracovan v ¢eském jazyce a doplnén o anglicky pteklad,
kniha tak mize poslouzit i jako edukativni pfirucka pro uditele déje-
pisu a anglického jazyka. Historie se nejlépe u¢i skrze ptibéhy lidi,
ktetf ji zili.

Za projekt Czechoslovak Talks

Jaroslav Horky, Martina Kanakova,
Tomas$ Panek a Martin Nekola
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Ing. Karel Velan

*8.2.1918, Ostrava
129. 9. 2017, Montreal, Québec

Narodil se v Ostravé ¢eskému otci a polské matce. V roce
1939 tuspésné zakoncil studia strojntho inZenyrstvi na Vy-
sokém uceni technickém v Brné. Kvili némecké okupaci
Ceskoslovenska se dockal inzenyrského titulu az o $est let
pozdéji. Hned po skonéeni druhé svétové valky zalozil prv-
ni firmu na vyrobu automatickych textilnich strojt. V roce
1947 absolvoval dvoumési¢éni staz v USA, kterd jeho podni-
kéanidodala mezinarodni rozmér. Zku$enosti z USA mu brzy
zajistily uspéch, obchodni zakazky ptichazely i ze zdpadni
Evropy.

Po komunistickém puci se rozhodl odejit s manzelkou Ol-
gou a dvéma syny do exilu do Svycarska. V zemi helvétské-
ho kiize vynalezl unikatni kondenzaéni aparat. Zhruba po
roce se presunul do kanadského Montrealu, kde se s rodi-
nou usidlil natrvalo a pokracoval v plodné praci. V Kanadé
zalozil roku 1950 firmu Velan Engineering Ltd. a v dal$ich
letech si ptipsal fadu uspéchi véetné vysokych statnich vy-
znamendani, dvaceti svétovych patentd v oblasti primyslové
vyroby turbin a roz$ireni vyroby na tfi kontinenty. Velano-
vy vynalezy se uplatnily v ropném a chemickém primyslu,
v jadernych elektrarnach a vyuZilo je i americké namot-
nictvo, které se Velanovy turbiny rozhodlo po naroénych
zkougkach ve vlastnich vyzkumnych ustavech nainstalovat
na letadlovych lodich a ponorkéach. Velanova vynalézavost
a obchodni duch umoznily firmé roz$itit vyrobu na dvé de-
sitky typt primyslovych armatur.

Po padu Zelezné opony manzelé Velanovi pravidelné ptijiz-
déli do Cech, podporovali Vybor dobré viile prvni damy Olgy
Havlové a détskou nemocnici, financovali vystavbu domovi
pro matky s détmi a télesné postizené a mnoho jinych hu-
manitarnich projekti. Karel Velan zemfel v Montrealu jen
par mésicl pfed svymi stymi narozeninami. Uspé$na firma
nadale expanduje, roéné prodava stovky tisic produktd do
celého svéta.

CANADA

Ing. Karel Velan

* February 8, 1918, Ostrava
1 September 29, 2017, Montreal, Québec

Karel Velan was born in Ostrava, to a Czech father and
a Polish mother. He studied mechanical engineering
at the Brno University of Technology and successfully
graduated in 1939. He had to wait six years for his en-
gineering degree, on account of the German occupa-
tion of Czechoslovakia. Shortly after WWII ended, he
founded the first company making automatic textile
machines. In 1947 he spent two months in the United
States on a study trip which helped him elevate his
company to an international level. Experience gained
abroad meant success and his company was soon ac-
cepting orders from Western Europe.

After the Communists seized control over the gover-
nment, Karel and Olga took their two sons and fled
to Switzerland. During their stay there, he invented
a unique solution for steam traps dealing with con-
densation. About a year later, the family moved to
Montreal in Canada to settle down, and Velan conti-
nued his work. In 1950 he founded Velan Engineering
Ltd., and the following years were very successful for
him. He received Montreal and Quebec’s highest ho-
nors, patented twenty inventions in industrial turbine
engineering and began manufacturing his products
on three continents. Velan's inventions were used
in the oil and chemical industries, by nuclear power
plants and by the US Navy, which decided to install
them on their aircraft carriers and submarines after
testing them thoroughly in their own research facili-
ties. Velan's creativity and commercial vision propel-
led the company forward, and they began making over
twenty types of industrial valves.

After the fall of the Iron Curtain, Mr. and Mrs. Velan
regularly visited the Czech Republic and supported
First Lady Olga Havlova's charity Committee of Good
Will, as well as a children’s hospital. They also founded
the construction of centers for young mothers, people
with physical disabilities and numerous other humani-
tarian projects. Karel Velan passed away in Montreal,
just a few months short of turning 100 years old. His
company continues to expand and sells hundreds of
thousands of products all over the world.



a sovétské jednotky pod velenim

Koncem dubna 1945
osvobodili Brno rumunské

marsala Malinovského.

Zerotinské namésti, Brno, jaro 1945

«

Brno was liberated
in late April of
1945 by Soviet and
Romanian troops
led by Marshall
Malinovsky.

Zerotin Square,
Brno, Spring 1945

Da$o, mam radost, Ze je to
$ilenstvi za nami. Kone¢né

dodélam si diplom a miizu
se pustit do podnikani.

oteviou vysoké $koly,

Zivot se nam vraci
do starych koleji,
vid, Ivanku...

Karle, mysli§, Ze ten plan
vybudovat vlastni podnikéni
bude tak snadny?

SVOBODA!

Nezapomet, Ze jsem v Prostéjové pét let

dt'el pro Némce v tovarné na raketové
soucastky. Util jsem se od téch nejlepsich
konstruktérd. Mam v paméti viechny
nékresy, staéi pfidat vlastni ndpady
a uvidis, ze vSichni budou koukat. Vér mi!

A

«

- “I'm so happy this
madness is over, Olga.
They'll finally reopen
the universities,

I'll finish my degree
and then I can start
my own business.”

- “Things are starting
to get back to normal,
right, Karel?”

<

- “FREEDOM!”

- “Karel, do you think
running your own
business will really
be that easy?”

«

- “Don’t forget I spent
five years toiling

for the Germans in
Prostéjov making
rocket parts.

I learnt from the best
people. I remember all
the designs, I'll just
implement my own
ideas and I'll win
everyone over, you'll
see. Trust me!”



tovarna Velbo, Brno

Budeme
potiebovat dalsi
lidi do vyroby...

S ptitelem Jaroslavem Bouékem zaloZili firmu
Velbo, ktera zacala vyrabét automatické
stroje pro textilni primysl.

Tomu tikam [

Firma prosperovala. Zakazky
se hrnuly od éeskoslovenskych,
ale i $vycarskych a americkych

vyrobcii textilnich stroji.

Talentovanému konstruktérovi
byla umoZnéna studijni cesta
do USA.

Za dva mésice

Mami, koukej...
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Svycarsko, 1948

jsem zpét!

Unor

ovy pFevrat vSe od zakladd zménil.
Velanovi utekli do Svycarska.

Po navratu z cesty zalozil
vlastni firmu.

nad praci.
3 7'- (- Co se déje?
-y s Jsi pos}gdnj
Napis telegram! irzliyll]‘i]l;ky

Ale, potad premyslim

P
Velbo factory, Brno

- “We’ll need to hire
more people...”

He co-founded

a company called
Velbo with his friend
Jaroslav Boucek.

It manufactured
automatic machines
for the textile
industry.

- “Now that’s what
I call a success.”

The company thrived.
Textile machine
manufacturers from
Czechoslovakia,

but also Switzerland
and the United
States, all rushed to
place their orders.

P

The talented designer
was allowed to study
in the US.

- “I'll be back in two
months!”

- “Send us a telegram!”

After returning,
he set up his own
company.

&«
When the Communists
seized power
in February 1948,
everything changed.
The Velan family fled
to Switzerland.

1948, Switzerland
- “Look mommy, look!”

«
- “What is the matter
with you? You've been
rather quiet...”

- “Iam still thinking
about work...”

0-



Montreal, Kanada, ¢ervenec 1949 €«

While in
Switzerland, Velan
came up with

a unique solution for
steam traps dealing
with condensation,
an invention he later
patented and called
“Velan Universal
Steam Trap”

«

July 1949,
Montreal, Canada

A year later, the
family moved to
Montreal. Velan
rented a small

| workshop from
/ the Bata company
\ e, and continued
Velan béhem pobytu ve Svycarsku gﬁgﬁg;ﬂg his
vynalezl unikatni feSeni :
kondenzaéniho aparatu na paru, 0 rok pozdéji se rodina piestéhovala
znamého pod nazvem ,Velan do Montrealu. Od firmy Bata si Velan
Universal Steam Trap“, ktery si pronajal malou vyrobnu, kde své
posléze nechal patentovat. podnikani dale rozvijel.
«
Je to vade, pane “ .
Velane. Tomis ey
Dékuji, vytidte Bata Vés nechava ———
prosim panu pozdravovat.

tediteli, Ze
jsem mu velmi
zavazan.

-1

To byly zac¢atky koncernu Velan
Engineering Ltd. Velan si musel vzit
pijéku 300 000 dolart, ale risk se
vyplatil. Firma se rozristala.

Po néjakém ¢ase zaméstnavala 2 000
lidi v deviti zemich na celém svété.

- “Thank you. Please
express my sincere
gratitude to your
CEO.”

«
That was the
beginning of the
corporate group
Velan Engineering
Ltd. Velan had to
take out a loan of
300 ooo dollars
but the risk payed
off. After a while
it employed two
thousand people in
nine countries all
over the world.
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