Anakonda velka

Green anaconda

Prirodovedecké muzeum, inv. ¢. P6V-4903

Vzrostld samice anakondy velké (Eunectes murinus), métici 5,5 m, byla
dominantou zoologické expozice Narodniho muzea uz od prvni ¢tvrtiny
20. stoleti. Anakonda velkd je bezesporu nejmohutnéjsi had svéta. Do-
dnes se objevuji zpravy o ndlezech gigantickych jedincu presahujicich
délkou 15 m. Tyto informace ale zatim musime povazovat jen za legen-
dy. Jako vérohodny rekord byvd uvddéna anakonda ulovend v Kolumbii,
kterd udajné dosahovala 11,44 m. Nebyla viak zméfena odbornikem ani
nikterak doloZena. Zddny zoolog dodnes anakondu dlouhou pfes 10 m
nevidél. Nelze vsak vyloucit, ze v pralesich Jizni Ameriky Ziji jedinci,
ktefi onéch mytickych 10 m délky presahuji. Obfich rozmeéra dortstaji

v pripadé anakondy velké jen samice, bézné kolem 6 m. Samci jsou men-
81, jen vzdcné prekroci délku 3 m.

Nédrodnimu muzeu tuto anakondu velkou daroval c. k. rakousky
konsul v Paran4 J. Potli¢ek v roce 1913. Hada preparoval J. Strof, ktery
préaci dokoncil 30. 6. 1916. Presnd lokalita, ze které dany jedinec pochad-
z1, je vSak nejasnd. Uvedeny udaj ,Parand, Jizni Amerika® je pfilis vagni
a neodpovidd presné aredlu rozsifeni druhu, jimz je povodi Amazonky
a Orinoka.
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Natural History Museum, inv. no. P6V-4903

The adult female of the green anaconda (Eunectes murinus), measuring

n, has been the prominent specimen of the zoological exposition of the
National Museum since the first quarter of the 20th century. The green
anaconda is undoubtedly the world’s largest snake. To this day, numerous
accounts of this giant snake have been reported, with some specimens
apparently measuring over 15 m. However, such information cannot be
confirmed, due to the lack of evidence. The anaconda caught in Colombia,
reportedly reaching 11.44 m, is stated as a credible record. However, its size has
again not been documented by an expert. No zoologist has ever seen a 10-metre
long anaconda. However, the existence of such species in the rainforests of South
America cannot be ruled out. It is the females that reach giant sizes, around six
metres. The males are smaller, rarely exceeding three metres in length.

The Austro-Hungarian Consul in Parand, J. Potticek, donated the green
anaconda to the National Museum in 1913. The taxidermy was performed by
J. Strof and was completed on 30 June 1916. The exact origin of this specimen
remains unclear. The provided information ‘Parand, South America’ is vague
and does not correspond exactly to the area of distribution of the species, which
primarily resides in the rainforests of the Amazon and Orinoco basins.
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Anthaxia hungarica

(unikatni gynandromorfni exemplar)

Anthaxia hungarica (unigue gynandromorphic specimen)

Pfirodovédecké muzeum, inv. ¢. P5/COL/99999

Terminem gynandromorf se oznacuje jedinec, ktery vykazuje zna-

ky obou pohlavi. Slovo gynandromorf je odvozeno z feckych slov gyne
(zena) a andro (muz). Tento jev se nejcastéji vyskytuje u hmyzu ¢i ko-
rysu, ale zaznamendn byl i u ptdkt. Dochdzi k nému béhem raného
vyvoje zarodku, kdy jedna burika béhem déleni rozdéli zdvojené sady
pohlavnich chromozoml nerovnomérné: jedna dcefind bunka si pone-
chd pouze jeden a druhd tfi, ¢imz ndsledné davaji vzniknout bunkdm,
které utvdreji sam¢&f i samiéi tkdné. Cetnost jevu se u riiznych skupin
zivocichu lisi, obecné se pohybuje mezi 1: 7000-1 : 20 000.

Krasec Anthaxia hungarica ma vyrazny pohlavni dimorfismus. Samci
jsou jiskrivé zeleni a maji mohutnd zadni stehna, zatimco samice jsou
modré s Cervenymi stranami $titu a zadnf stehna jsou $tihld. Exem-
plar z nasich sbirek vykazuje vyrazny bilaterdlni gynandromorfismus,
leva polovina téla nese sam¢i znaky a pravd samici. Samc¢i znaky lehce
prevazuji a jedinec ma vyvinuté samci genitdlie. Jedna se o napros-
to unikdtni exemplarf, ktery byl vyobrazen prof. Janem Obenbergerem
v prvnim dilu jeho encyklopedického zpracovani hmyzu nazvaném
Entomologie.

Natural History Museum, inv. no. P5/COL/99999

Gynandromorph refers to an individual having both male and female
characteristics. The term gynandromorphy is derived from Greek gyne
(female) and andro (male). Gynandromorphism is most common in insects
and crustaceans, but it has also been observed in birds. The cause of this
phenomenon is typically an event in mitosis during early development when
one of the dividing cells divides duplicate sets of sex chromosomes unequally.
This leads to one of the daughter cells retaining only one chromosome and
the other retaining three, which consequently gives rise to cells that form
male and female tissues. The frequency of the phenomenon differs in various
animal species, generally ranging from 1:7,000~1:20,000.

The jewel beetle Anthaxia hungarica is an insect with pronounced sexual
dimorphism. The males are sparkly green with broadened hind thighs, whilst the

females are blue with red sides of the shield and slender hind thighs. The specimen
from our collections shows a distinctive bilateral gynandromorphism: the left half

of the body shows male characteristics, whereas the right side has female traits. The
male characteristics slightly predominate and the individual has developed male
genitalia. This absolutely unique specimen was also depicted by Jan Obenberger in
the first volume of his Entomology, the encyclopaedic study on insects.
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Aragonit z Horence

Aragonite from Horenec

Prirodovedecké muzeum, inv. ¢. P1D 4812

Uhlicitan vapenaty se v prirodé vyskytuje ve dvoji formé - jako tri-
gondlni kalcit nebo rombicky aragonit. Od 19. stolet{ byl velmi
oblibenym dekora¢nim kamenem bézovy az hnédavy prouzkovany
a nepruhledny, z horkych prament i recentné vznikajici aragonit -
viidlovec nebo pizoliticky hrachovec. Vyrdbély se z ného lesténé psaci
soupravy, vazi¢ky, ddzy, popelniky a mnoho dalsich forem ozdobnych
predmétt, které si jako suvenyry privazeli lazensti hosté napft. z Karlo-
vych Vart. V Cechéch vsak existuje lokalita Hofenec u Biliny, ze které
pochdzeji svétle vinové nazloutlé a ¢asto dokonale pruhledné a zcela
¢isté krystaly aragonitu, vyskytujici se v dutindch tamnich vulkanic-
kych hornin. Poprvé byly fasetové vybrouseny v 60. letech 20. stolet{
v USA jako sbirkové, nikoliv $perkové kameny, protoze tvrdost arago-
nitu je pouze 3,5-4,5 podle Mohsovy stupnice. Jsou tak povazovany za
raritu mezi drahymi kameny. Ve sbirce brousenych drahych kamenu
v Ndrodnim muzeu je obsazeno nékolik téchto unikatnich brusa, mezi
jinymi také obdélny stupnovec (typ brusu) o rozmérech 27,3 x 21 mm
a hmotnosti 70 kardtt (14 g).
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Natural History Museum, inv. no. P1D 4812

Calcium carbonate is a naturally occurring substance found in two forms:
either trigonal calcite or orthorhombic aragonite. A popular variety of
aragonite, viidlovec (‘spring stone’), or pisolitic hrachovec, formed by
precipitation from hot mineral springs, was a popular ornamental stone
especially in the 19th century. The beige or brown in colour, opaque or
sometimes striped stone was used for the production of many souvenirs,
such as polished writing sets, vases, boxes and ashtrays often purchased by
guests of spa towns, such as Karlovy Vary. In the locality of Horenec near
Bilina in Bohemia, light burgundy yellow and often perfectly transparent and
completely pure crystals of aragonite, occurring in the cavities of the volcanic
rocks, can be found. For the first time, aragonite minerals were faceted in the
1960s in the USA for collection purposes. The reason for this is that aragonite
is very soft and brittle, with a Mohs hardness of 3.5-4.5, making it unsuitable
as a gemstone for jewellery. Aragonite crystals are therefore considered
a rarity among precious gemstones. The collection of cut gemstones of the
National Museum contains several of these unique faceted cuts, including
a 27.3 x 21 mm step cut (baguette cut) aragonite weighing 70 carats (14 g).
-bur-




Arapaima obrovska

Giant arapaima

Prirodovedecke muzeum, inv. ¢. P6V 5084

Arapaima obrovska (Arapaima gigas) je jednou z nejvétsich sladkovod-
nich ryb na svété. Obvykle dorustd délky okolo dvou metrt, nejvétsi
dospéli jedinci ale dosahuji velikosti i pfes tfi metry. Vazit mohou az
okolo 200 kg. Tato ryba obyvéd povodi Amazonky v Jizni Americe. V di-
sledku intenzivniho rybolovu se vSak dnes vétsi jedinci najdou spi$
vzdcné. Zajimavosti arapaimy je jeji prizptusobeni k ptijiméani vzdusného
kysliku. Nema-1i moznost vyplout k hladiné pro vzduch, mtze se udusit.
Tento exemplar pochdzi z blize neur¢eného mista feky Amazonky.
V roce 1900 jej Narodnimu muzeu daroval vyznamny Cesky mecenas
a farmakolog Bohuslav Jirus$ (1841-1901), ktery ho zakoupil v Londyneé.
Vice nez jedno stoleti byla arapaima obrovska vystavena v zoologické
expozici. V roce 2015 byl tento sbirkovy predmét restaurovan.

Natural History Museum, inv. no. P6V 5084

The giant arapaima (Arapaima gigas) is one of the largest freshwater
S5 o g, S5 J

fish in the world. It usually grows about two metres in length, though the

largest adults can reach a size of over three metres and a weight of up to
200 kilograms. This fish occurs in the basin of the Amazon River in South
America. However, as a result of intensive fishing, larger individuals are rarely

found today. Interestingly, the species is an obligate air-breather and needs to

come to the surface regularly to gulp air.

This specimen originates from a non-specified location on the Amazon
River. In 1900, it was donated to the National Museum by the significant Czech
benefactor and pharmacologist, Bohuslav Jirus (1841-1901), who purchased it
in London. For more than a century, the giant arapaima was exhibited in the
zoological exposition. In 2015, this collection item was restored.
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Asrael, symfonie Josefa Suka

Asrael, symphony by Josef Suk
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Ceské muzeum hudby, inv. ¢. S 184/727

Symfonie Asrael od Josefa Suka (1874-1935) s podtitulem ,Vznesené
pamadtce Dvordkové a Otil¢iné“ vznikla v letech 1905-1906. Zpocdtku
byla odezvou na umrti Sukova ucitele a tchdna Antonina Dvordka, roz-
pracovanou skladbu pak umocnila 5. cervence 1905 dalsi udalost: smrt
Sukovy zeny Otilie. ,Timto truchlivym obratem nastal definitivn{
obrat v mém tvoreni, a tak povstala symfonie nesouci jméno andéla
smrti Asraela,“ napsal pozdéji Josef Suk. Premiéru symfonie dirigoval
3. unora 1907 v prazském Nédrodnim divadle Karel Kovarovic. Ruko-
pisnd partitura je nejen jedine¢nym dokladem Sukova kompozi¢niho
mistrovstvi, ale i nepostradatelnym pramenem pro dalsi edice dila,
které budou i v budoucnu vzdy vychdzet pravé z tohoto skladatelova
rukopisu. Ceské muzeum hudby ziskalo autograf v roce 1983. Vice nez
sto let stary rukopis byl v roce 2013 restaurovdn, aby se dobte zachoval
pro dal$i generace.
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Czech Museum of Music, inv. no. S 184/727

The Asrael Symphony subtitled ‘In noble memory of Dvordk and Otilka’,
was composed by Josef Suk (1874-1935) in 1905-1906. Initially, Suk
began to write his symphony in direct response to the death of his teacher
and father-in-law, Antonin Dvordk. However, soon after, on 5 July 1905,
Suk’s wife Otilie also died. “This sad turn of events, wrote the composer, ‘also
marked a turning point in my creative work and thus the symphony, bearing
the name of the Angel of Death, Asrael, was conceived.” The symphony
was premiered on 3 February 1907 at the National Theatre in Prague
and was conducted by Karel Kovarovic. The autograph is not only unique
evidence of Suk’s compositional mastery, but also an indispensable source
for further editions of the composition, which will always be based on this
composer’s manuscript. The Czech Museum of Music acquired the autograph
in 1983. The score, which is over 100 years old, was restored in 2013 in order
to be well preserved for future generations.
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