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Then she lit candles and put a bottle of wine on the table.



Dogged by Bad Luck

“The thing is I'm not lucky with men,” Carol complained to her friends after
her first partner had abandoned her.

Carol met Peter when she was seventeen. She knew he wasn't good. He
was a drunkard and he battered her, but she still thought he was the only
one in the world and that they were made for each other. When their son
Michael was born, they lived together one more year. Then Peter walked
out on Carol and his son and he never appeared again. Carol stayed alone
with little Michael and she brought him up as well as she could.

Later she met another man. Sadly, he was no better than her first part-
ner. She was able to admit it after two years of drunken scenes, separations
and reconciliations. In the end he left Carol and their little daughter Jane.
Carol stayed alone again and, what's more, she was lumbered with debts.
‘| won't let any man come in my home any more and | don't want to have
any other child either, she made up her mind firmly in those days. She put
her children into kindergarten and started going to work. She slowly man-
aged to pay her debts and counted every penny, and she felt that her life
was getting better.

Then one day another irresistible man emerged and Carol was swept
off her feet again. She was in love and quite blind and deaf. “He’s entirely
different from the former ones,” she stood up for Charles when her friends
warned her. They knew that he was having affairs with all the women in the
neighbourhood. He pumped Carol for money, she had to serve him and
from time to time he beat her. Despite all of this, he was the best of all for
her. When he got home in the evening, he brought a bottle of wine or cho-
colates. He smiled at her and at night in the bedroom he showed her the se-
venth wonder of the world. At those moments Carol was able to forgive him
for anything. Later Carol gave birth to another daughter, Julia. She thought
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Pronasledovana smulou

LKdyz ja nemdam 3tésti na chlapy,” stéZzovala si Karla svym pfitelkynim poté,
co ji opustil jeji prvni partner.

Karla potkala Petra, kdyzZ ji bylo sedmndct. Védéla, Ze neni hodny. Byl to
opilec a choval se k ni surové, ale ona si presto myslela, Ze je jediny na svété
a Ze jsou stvorenijeden pro druhého. Kdyz se jim narodil syn Michal, Zili spo-
lu jesté jeden rok. Potom Petr opustil Karlu i svého syna a uz se nikdy neob-
jevil. Karla zUstala s Michalkem sama a vychovavala ho, jak uméla nejlépe.

Pozdéji potkala dalsiho muze. Bohuzel ale nebyl lepsi nez jeji prvni part-
ner. Byla schopna si to pfiznat po dvou letech opileckych scén, odlouceni
a smifovani. Nakonec opustil Karlu i jejich dcerku Janu. Karla z(stala zase
sama a navic méla na krku dluhy. ,Nedovolim uz Zadnému muzi vstoupit
do svého domova a taky uz nechci mit zadné dalsi dité, rozhodla se tehdy
pevné. Dala déti do Skolky a zacala chodit do prace. Pomalu se ji dafilo spla-
cet dluhy a pocitala kazdou korunu a citila, Ze se jeji Zivot zlep3uje.

Pak se jednoho dne objevil dalsi neodolatelny muz a Karla byla zase jako
u vytrzeni. Byla zamilovana a zcela slepa a hlucha.,On je UpIné jiny nez ti by-
vali,” zastavala se Karla, kdyz ji jeji pfitelkyné varovaly. Védély, ze ma pletky
se viemi Zenami ze sousedstvi. Tahal z Karly penize, musela mu posluhovat
a obcas ji ztloukl. Pfesto vsechno byl pro ni ten nejlepsi ze viech. Kdyz pfisel
vecer domd, pfinesl lahev vina nebo bonboniéru. Usmal se na ni a v noci
v lozZnici ji ukazal sedmy div svéta. V téchto chvilich byla Karla schopna mu
vsechno odpustit. Pozdéji se Karle narodila dalsi dcera Julie. Myslela si, Ze se
na ni kone¢né usmalo stésti. Zdali se byt pékna a Stastna rodina. Do toho
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When the Killer is Love: DOGGED BY BAD LUCK

that fortune had smiled on her at last. They seemed to be a nice and happy
family. Till that day when Charles left and moved in with a younger woman
living in the house next door.

After that Carol didn't care about anything. The main thing for her was
not to be alone. She was ready to get her claws into any bloke that was at
least a little nice to her. She had no money to spare and, moreover, she star-
ted to have a drinking problem. She stayed alone for everything and was at
wits’end.

Then one day Carol met Robert and she was walking on air again. She
felt a glimmer of hope that her life could change for the better. A few weeks
later Robert moved into her flat and she was infinitely grateful to him. She
did everything that he wished so that he would stay with her and take care
of her at least a little. Robert worked as a builder. During the week he was
at work and spent the nights at dormitories and for the weekends he went
home. He gave Carol housekeeping money and for it he required good me-
als and tidiness at home. Carol’s children had to get out of his way. Robert
and Carol often got drunk and then sex was followed by quarrels. It usually
ended with a beating which Carol spent the whole following week getting
over. She constantly had bruises on her body, sometimes even on her face.
When Robert wasn't at home, Carol always complained about him to her
friends and moaned. “I'll turn him out of my flat. | won't let him batter me
any more,” she swore. However, no sooner had he appeared again than she
started to hover around him, slaving over a hot stove and showing off in
front of him. She was happy and she didn't mind him battering her. The
main thing was that he stayed with her.

One weekend got exceptionally wild. Robert brought more money than
usual. He and Carol got drunk on Friday evening and they stayed like that till
Sunday. Being drunk, Carol didn't think of her children and she forgot about
them for the whole weekend. Luckily Michael, her twelve-year-old son, was
able to take care of himself and his little sisters during those days, like seve-
ral times before. On Monday morning Robert left for work as usual. At that
moment it was as if the truth had dawned on Carol at last. She burst into he-
art-breaking tears. There were nasty bruises on her whole body and she was
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dne, kdy Karel odesel a pfestéhoval se k mladsi zené, ktera bydlela ve ved-
lejSim domé.

Potom uz bylo Karle vdechno jedno. Hlavni pro ni bylo nebyt sama. Byla
ochotna povésit se na jakéhokoli chlapa, ktery k ni byl alespor trochu mily.
Neméla penéz nazbyt a navic zacala mit problém s alkoholem. ZUstala
na véechno sama a nevédéla si rady.

Pak jednoho dne Karla potkala Roberta a zase byla v sedmém nebi. Poci-
tila zablesk nadéje, ze jeji zivot by se mohl zménit k lepsimu. Za nékolik tyd-
na se Robert prestéhoval do jejiho bytu a ona mu byla neskonale vdé¢na.
Délala viechno, co si pral, aby s ni zlistal a alesponi trochu se o ni postaral.
Robert pracoval jako zednik. BEhem tydne byl v praci a travil noci na ubi-
kacich a na vikendy jezdil doma. Daval Karle penize na domacnost a za to
vyzadoval dobré jidlo a doma poradek. Karliny déti mu musely jit z cesty.
Robert s Karlou se ¢asto opili a potom se vzdy hadky stridaly s milovanim.
Obvykle to koncilo nakladackou, ze které se Karla vzpamatovavala cely
nasledujici tyden. Ustavi¢né méla na téle modfiny, nékdy dokonce na ob-
liceji. KdyZ Robert nebyl doma, Karla si vzdy stézovala svym kamaradkam
a nafikala.,Vyhodim ho z bytu. Uz mu nedovolim, aby mé mlatil,” pfisahala.
Avsak sotvaze se zase objevil, zacala kolem ného krouzit, otrocila u spordku
a natfasala se pfed nim. Byla stastna a nevadilo ji, Ze ji bije. Hlavni bylo, ze
s ni zUstal.

Jeden vikend se obzvlasté zvrhnul. Robert pfinesl vice penéz nez ob-
vykle.V patek vecer se s Karlou opil a zlstali tak aZz do nedéle. Protoze Karla
byla opild, nemyslela na své déti a zapomnéla na né po cely vikend. Na-
Stésti Michal, jeji dvandctilety syn, se dokdzal béhem téchto dnli postarat
o sebe a svoje sestficky, stejné jako uz nékolikrat predtim. V pondéli rdno
Robert odjel do prace jako obycejné. V tu chvili jakoby to Karle kone¢né
doslo. Propukla v srdcervouci plac. Na celém jejim téle byly osklivé podlitiny
a viechno ji bolelo. Déti ji nasly placici lezet v posteli. Obé divky se k ni pfi-
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